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INSIDE  N.l. 

MEMBERSHIP  CHAIRMAN'S  REPORT 

January,  1989  Applications  for  Membership:  The  following  persons  have 

applied  for  membership.  If  no  written  objections  are  received  by  March 
1 , 1989,  their  membership  will  become  effective  on  that  date. 

2288- MT  Jim  Anderson,  P.  0.  Box  50213,  Long  Beach,  Calif.  90213 

(East  Asia,  China,  Africa,  Europe) 

2289- MT  Bob  Schreiner,  P.  0.  Box  2331,  Chapel  Hill,  NC  27515-2331 

(Chopmarked  Coins,  Trade  Coins,  Early  European  Dated 
Coi ns) 

2290  Martin  A.  Samuels,  26  Charlotte  Road,  Newton,  Mass.  02159 

***** 

DONATIONS  REPORT 


The  following  donations  have  been  received  since  the  last  report: 


Name 


Donati on 


Preference  of  Use 


JARMAN,  Gordon,  Jr. 
K00NTZ,  L.  Donald 
TURFB0ER,  Robert 
WITTER,  Dwayne  A. 


$10.00  Cash 
$10.00  Cash 
$5.00  Cash 
$10.00  Cash 


General  Operating  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 


★ ★★★★ 


LIBRARIAN'S  REPORT 

I.  Acknowledgement  is  made  below  to  those  who  have  donated  material 
to  the  NI  Library: 

Lt.Col.  Nathaniel  Greenwald  (Ret.) 


KA40.GouM: 1972: IN 
GOULD,  MAURICE  M. 

Israel  numismatics  and  its  bright  future. 

Pub.  ca.  1972,  16pp,  illus. 

GA40 . BowQ : 1 979 : HUSCG 
BOWERS,  Q.  DAVID 

The  history  of  United  States  coinage  as  illustrated  by  the 
Garret  collection.  (5  volumes). 

Vol.  I,  Sale  #1,  1979,  153pp,  illus. 

Vol.  II,  Sale  #2,  1980,  193pp,  illus. 

Vol.  Ill,  Sale  1980,  157pp,  illus. 

Vol.  IV,  Sale  #4,  1981  , 180pp,  illus. 

Vol.  V,  History , 572pp,  illus. 
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Thomas  A.  Schillinger 


FE75.SwBC:1988:CP 
SWISS  BANK  CORPORATION 

Coins  of  Peru. 

(Sales  catalog  devoted  to  coins  of  Peru.) 
Pub.  1988,  220pp,  illus. 

CC80.LunG: 1985 :MC 
LUNARDI,  GUISEPPE 

Le  monete  dei  Crooiati  ( Crusades) . 

Pub.  1985,  37pp,  illus. 

Dr.  A.  M.  Shastri 


KA70 . BhaS : 1 988 : PAMSV 
BHATT,  S.  K.  (Editor) 

Professor  Ay  ay  Mitra  Shastri  felicitation  volume. 

(Journal  of  the  Academy  of  Indian  Numismatics  & Si gi 1 lography , 
Volume  VI.)  A collection  of  articles  on  Indian  numismatics 
submitted  by  various  authors. 

Pub.  1988,  182pp,  illus. 

Dr.  Vladimir  Suchy 


BD32 .Si mH : 1978: SM 
SIMON,  HERRMANN 

Sasanidische  munzen. 

Pub.  1978,  23pp,  illus. 

Randolph  Zander 

JA79. A1 1 D: 1977 : CRNC 
ALLEN,  DEREK  FORTROSE 

The  Celtic  coins  in  the  Royal  Netherlands  cabinet  at  the  Hague. 

Pub.  1977,  16pp,  w/'plates. 

UB60 . B Fi n: 1985 :SPH 
BANK  OF  FINLAND 

Bank  of  Finland  Security  Printing  House  1885-1985. 

Pub.  1985,  llOpp,  illus. 

Various  Sources 


HA70.HaxJ : 1 984 : S I 
HAXBY , JAMES  A. 

Striking  Impression.  The  Royal  Canadian  Mint  and  Canadian 
Coinage. 

Pub.  1984,  289pp , illus. 

RG85 . JorR: 1 986 : D 
JORDAN,  REINHOLD 

Numismatische  Erinnerungsstucke  auf  die  fahrten  des 
handelsauchbootes  : Duetschland.  Vol . 4 of  the 

Numismatische  Namuskripte  Jahresgabe  der  Numismatischen 
Gesellschaft  Schweinfurt. 

Pub.  1986,  35pp , illus. 
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II.  In  addition  to  the  above  we  would  like  to  thank  Lt.  Col.  Nathan- 
iel Greenwald  and  Ran  Zander  for  their  donation  of  additional  numis- 
matic material  to  the  Library. 

III.  We  would  like  to  remind  our  members  that  the  Library  carries  an 
extensive  collection  of  slides  that  can  be  used  for  talks.  If  any 
one  is  insterested  please  contact  the  Librarian  for  a complete  list. 

Granvyl  G.  Hulse,  Jr.,  Book  Librarian 
Jim  Haley,  Periodical  Librarian 

***** 

1989-1990  OFFICERS  AND  STAFF  OF  NI : See  the  inside  front  cover  of 

this  issue  for  an  update  on  the  new  officers  elected  recently  and 
also  any  changes  in  the  appointed  staff.  The  results  of  the  election 
of  officers  was  as  follows: 


Presi dent 

159  votes 

Robert  Richter 

Vice-Presi dent 

159  votes 

Dr.  Howard  Ford 

Secretary 

160  votes 
1 vote 

Ross  Schraeder 
Grover  Gillett 

Treasurer 

159  votes 

Don  Douglas 

Di rectors-at-Large 

152  votes 

153  votes 

1 vote  each 

Larry  Knight 
Don  Tiffin 

Jerry  Jaeger,  Gerald  Easton, 
Bill  Spengler,  Raymond  Hebert 

Wm.  E.  Benson,  John  E.  Vandi griff 

Proposal  to  amend  Article  IV,  Section  2 of  the  By-Laws: 

For:  137  Against:  10 


★ ★★★★ 

"BEST  ARTICLE  OF  THE  YEAR"  NOMINATIONS 


A ballot  is  included  with  the  mailing  of  this  month's  issue  for  each 
member  to  vote  for  the  "Best  Article  of  the  Year"  for  1988. 

The  Selection  Committee  has  chosen  a fine  list  of  nominees  and  it  is 
anticipated  once  again  the  balloting  will  be  very  close. 

Please  return  your  ballot  as  soon  as  possible.  The  winner  will  be 
announced  in  the  May,  1988  issue  of  the  NI  BULLETIN. 

'k'k'k'k'k 


LIFE  MEMBERSHIPS 


Life  Memberships  are  available  to  members  of  three  years'  standing 
upon  application  to  the  Board  of  Governors  and  the  payment  of  the 
$200.00  fee.  Conditional  Life  Membership  is  available  upon  payment 
of  $60.00  down  and  four  quarterly  payments  of  $35.00. 
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CONTENTS  OF  THE  NI  REFERENCE  COLLECTION 


Key  to  Listing:  FINE  or  better  for  all  Yeoman  types.  VERY  GOOD  or 

better  for  all  Craig  types.  Underlined  = Uncirculated.  C = Complete. 

C.  = Complete  with  at  least  one  uncirculated  type.  CX  ( ) = Com- 

plete except  those  listed.  X = Except.  Mints  are  not  listed  unless 
multiple  for  the  particular  year. 

YEMEN  - Republic:  Y22  - CX  (1383);  Y24  - C;  Y26  - C;  Y27  - C;  YA27  - 

C;  Y31  - C_.  Aden-Protectorate  States  - Ghurfah:  Y10  - C.  Lahej: 

Y1  - C. 

YEMEN,  DEMOCRATIC  REPUBLIC.  So.  Arabia:  Y1  - C;  Y2  - C;  Y3  - C;  Y4 

- t . Democratic  Republic:  Y2  - C;  Y4  - 1973;  Y5  - 1976. 

YUGOSLAVIA:  Y2  - C;  Y4  - 1925;  Y5  - 1925;  Y6  - 1925;  Y14  - C;  Y15  - 

C;  Y16  - C;  Y21  - C;  Y22  - C;  Y23  - C;  Y24  - C;  Y25  - C;  Y26  - C; 

Y27  - C^;  Y 28  - C;  Y29  - C;  Y30  - C;  Y31  - C;  Y32  - C;  Y33  - C;  Y34  - 
C;  Y35  - C;  YA35  - C;  Y36  - C;  Y37  - C;  Y38  - 1965;  Y39  - C to  1978  X 
11973,  1976,  1977);  Y40  - C to  1975  X (1974);  Y41  - 1965,  1973;  Y42  - 
C_;  YA45  - 1973,  1979;  Y45  - C to  1973.  Croatia:  Y1  - C.  Montenegro: 

Y3  - 1906.  Serbia:  Y14  - 1904,  1912;  Y15  - CX  (1917);  Y16  - 1912; 

Y 1 7 - C;  Y 1 9 - 1915;  Y25  - C. 

ZAIRE.  Belgian  Congo:  Y17  - 1921,  1926;  Y18  - 1911,  1922;  Y19  - 1911; 

Y20  - 1924,  1929/7;  Y20a  - 1923,  1924,  1926;  Y21  - 1920,  1926,  1928; 

Y22  - C;  Y23  - 1947;  Y24  - C;  Y25  - 1947.  Belgian  Congo  & Ruanda- 
Urundi : Y28  - C;  Y29  - C;  Y30  - 1957,  1960.  Congo  Democrativ  Republic 
Y1  - C;  Y2  - C;  Y3  - 1967;  Y4  - 1967.  Katanga:  Y2  - C;  Y3  - C. 

ZAMBIA:  Y1  - C;  Y2  - C;  Y3  - C ; Y4  - C;  Y5  - C;  Y6  - C;  Y7  - C;  Y8  - 
C;  Y9  - 1968,  T969,  1972,  1978;  Y10  - 7968;  Yll  - 1968,  1972;  Y12  - 
1968;  Y 1 3 - 1968;  Y14  - C;  Y16  - C. 

This  completes  another  listing  of  the  contents  of  the  NI  Reference 
Collection  and  we  will  start  a new  listing  next  month.  This  listing 
took  33  months  to  complete,  so  it  will  give  you  some  insight  as  to  the 
extent  of  the  collection  which  is  growing  more  and  more  each  year. 

All  NI  members  are  invited  to  check  the  listing  each  month  when  it  con- 
tains listings  in  the  area  of  your  own  collecting  interest.  Many  times 
you  will  find  that  you  have  extras  which  would  fill  blank  spaces  in  the 
collection.  United  States  citizens  may  take  a tax  deduction  for  dona- 
tions to  the  collection. 

Members  are  reminded  that  coins  can  be  borrowed  from  the  collection 
for  research  purposes,  lecture  use,  non-competitive  displays,  or  any 
other  reason.  The  only  cost  is  paying  postage  and  insurance  both  ways. 

Philip  L.  Lawrence 

Curator,  NI  Reference  Collection 

★*★*★**********■*■****★**★***••*•■*•■*'■*■*****-*'  ******  **★*★★•*■***  ********  ******** 

CONSTANTIUS:  Constantius'  small  coins  and  others  then  circulating  were 

in  effect  demonetized  in  345  A.D.  Public  reaction  forced  the  over- 
striking large  numbers  of  the  old  authentic  coins  with  home-made  dies 
of  the  new  type.  A known  example  of  false  FEL  TEMP  REPARATIO  ("Golden 
Age  Restored")  coins  were  overstruck  on  genuine  URBS  ROMA  type  coins. 
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LEGACY  OF  THE  LUCKY  CHINAMAN 


Larry  (Sierra  Slim)  Binger,  Alexandria , Virginia,  USA 

In  the  summer  of  1984,  while  prospecting  in  Nevada  County,  California, 

I was  lucky  enough  to  acquire  access  to  a claim  in  the  area  of  Nevada 
City.  I had  worked  this  claim  for  many  years.  With  a limited  budget 
and  an  ambition  that  would  fill  the  Grand  Canyon,  I set  out  to  find  my 
fortune.  Although  I did  find  some  gold,  what  I really  found  was  my- 
self, and  what  I call  the  legacy  of  the  Lucky  Chinaman. 

One  day  in  June  in  1984,  I was  up  and  at  it  at  five  in  the  morning. 

There  was  a beautiful  sunrise,  as  I stirred  about  the  camp.  The  aroma 
of  fresh  coffee  on  a wood  fire  and  the  pine  scent  filled  the  air. 

My  campsite  was  located  at  approximately  6,000  feet,  high  in  the  Sierra 
Nevada's  of  Northern  California.  The  valley  in  which  the  claim  is  lo- 
cated is  very  secluded.  To  reach  it  I had  to  travel  up  a paved  highway, 
and  turn  onto  a logging  road  that  was  as  rough  as  Grandma's  old  wash- 
board. After  20  miles  of  bumps,  pot-holes  and  washouts,  I was  always 
grateful  when  I had  to  park  my  truck,  and  pack-in  the  remaining  10 
miles  overland  to  reach  camp. 

As  I stood  there  with  coffee  in  hand,  I was  in  awe  of  the  beauty  and 
majesty  of  this  land  that  had  just  100-plus  years  ago  been  scarred 
by  the  boot,  pick  and  shovel  of  so  many  men  in  search  of  fame  and 
fortune.  The  valley  dropped  away  dramatically  before  me,  its  steep 
rocky  sides  covered  with  a lush  green  pine  as  thick  as  a miner's  beard. 
Below  in  its  belly,  runs  the  mighty  Yuba  River,  the  site  of  many  a 
gold  strike  and  legend  now  part  of  California’s  glorious  past. 

I had  been  dredging  in  an  area  of  the  creek  that  had  not  been  worked 
in  over  100  years.  I was  just  about  to  start  work,  when  I turned  to 
see  what  my  dog.  Sierra,  was  barking  at.  Well,  let  me  tell  you,  that 
poor  dog  had  found  a skunk  that  wouldn't  give  ground.  One  quick 
swish  of  the  tail  and  it  was  all  over;  Sierra  had  taken  to  the  tall 
timber. 

As  I started  back  to  work,  I noticed  for  the  first  time  that  there 
had  been  a land-slide  some  time  ago  far  up  behind  my  camp.  Nature 
had  moved  an  enormous  amount  of  earth  down  the  mountain  right  toward 
the  site  I was  working.  Because  this  slide  had  covered  the  only  flat 
ground  in  the  area,  I began  to  wonder  if  this  site  had  been  the  site 
where  miners  had  camped  in  the  distant  past. 

After  a productive  morning,  I began  to  realize  there  was  really  no 
place  to  camp,  except  here  where  I had  been  working,  because  the  trees, 
rocks,  and  brush,  were  just  exactly  as  they  should  be. 

History,  as  told  by  the  locals  and  newspaper  of  the  period,  tell  of  a 
slide  in  this  area.  When  I started  looking  for  evidence  of  a former 
camp-site,  I found  broken  bits  of  china  schards  white  in  color  with 
blue  Asian  symbols  on  them,  evidence  of  broken  lamp  chimneys,  and  what 
looked  to  be  an  old  tin  box.  Finding  such  items  is  fairly  common 
throughout  the  mining  districts  of  California  and  I felt  certain  that 
I had  located  the  site  of  an  early  Chinese  mining  camp.  The  California 
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gold  rush  that  began  with  the  discovery  at  Sutter's  Mill  in  1846, 
swelled  the  population  of  California  from  14,000  to  380,000  by  1860. 

Of  the  more  than  30,000  Chinese  immigrants  brought  to  this  country 
originally  to  work  on  the  railroads,  many  ended  up  following  in  the 
foot-steps  of  the  "Forty-niners"  that  worked  mother-lode  in  the  Sierra 
Nevada  mountains.  So  why  not  here? 

Mark  Twain  described  the  plight  of  many  Chinese  miners  when  he  wrote: 

"In  California,  he  gets  a living  out  of  old  mining  claims  that 
white  men  have  abandoned  as  exhausted  and  worthless  --  and  then 
the  officers  come  down  on  him  once  a month  with  an  exorbitant 
swindle  to  which  the  legislature  had  given  the  broad  general 
name  of  'foreign'  mining  tax,  but  it  is  usually  inflicted  on  no 
foreigners  by  Chinamen.  This  swindle  has  in  some  cases  been 
repeated  once  or  twice  on  the  same  victim  in  the  course  of  the 
same  month  --  but  the  public  treasury  was  not  additionally  en- 
riched by  it,  probably." 

Up  to  the  time  I found  the  camp  site,  I had  done  fairly  well.  But 
the  best  was  yet  to  come. 

I can  only  surmise  from  the  physical  damage  to  the  site,  how  the 
events  of  that  fateful  day  in  history  may  have  taken  place.  Break- 
fast that  morning  probably  consisted  of  tea  and  rice  cakes,  followed 
by  prayer  and  morning  rituals,  before  the  miners  started  their  day 
of  toi  1 . 

During  the  1 800 ' s earthquakes  occurred  in  California  with  such  reg- 
ularity it  was  reasonable  to  assume  the  slide  covering  the  old  camp 
site  was  caused  by  such  an  event.  I began  to  imagine  what  it  might 
have  been  like,  trying  to  scratch  out  a living  from  the  earth,  when 
nature  decided  it  was  time  to  heal  the  wounds  caused  by  miner's  lust 
for  gold.  "Earthquake!  Run  for  your  lives!" , the  miner's  must  have 
screamed  as  the  ground  shook  with  sickening  motion,  huge  trees  fell 
like  match  sticks,  animals  reared  and  bolted,  and  miners  scrambled 
to  an  uncertain  fate.  In  a matter  of  minutes,  what  might  have  other- 
wise been  an  productive  mining  camp,  was  buried  under  tons  of  rock 
and  debris,  leaving  only  silence  ...  in  its  passing. 

In  order  to  locate  the  heaviest  concentration  of  gold  deposits,  and 
hopefully  identify  where  the  gold  was  coming  from,  I first  worked 
downstream,  then  upstream.  To  my  disbelief,  the  heaviest  deposits 
were  right  where  the  slide  area  entered  the  creek.  At  this  point,  I 
had  a hunch  that  the  gold  I had  found,  had  been  brought  down  with 
the  slide,  and  if  so,  somewhere  about  my  camp  was  the  answer  to  a 
mi ner ' s prayer! . 

I prospected  the  hillside  for  approximately  two  weeks.  All  I found 
was  the  granddaddy  of  al 1 rattlesnakes  and  a lot  of  disappointment. 

By  now,  it  was  mid-July  and  hotter  than  a blacksmi th ' s forge,  so  I de- 
cided to  go  into  town  to  replenish  my  supplies. 

Journal  Entry:  July  15th  1984.  Went  into  town  for  supplies 

today  and  stopped  at  the  Dutch  Creek  Saloon.  Indian  Joe  said 
that  my  good  friend,  Irish  Mike,  had  passed  away.  I returned 
to  camp  to  shut  down  my  operation  so  I could  attend  Mike's 
wake.  SS 
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Irish  Mike  (1944-1984  R.I.P.)  was  the  type  of  character  Mark  Twain 
would  have  devoted  an  entire  chapter  to,  had  he  known  him.  Irish,  as 
we  called  him,  with  fiery  red  hair  and  a face  that  could  make  water 
run  uphill,  stood  si x-foot-fi ve,  wei ghed  250  pounds,  and  was  solid  as 
iron.  Irish  had  been  a soldier  of  fortune,  an  outlaw,  and  a friend. 
He  could  find  the  good  in  any  man,  or  bring  him  down  with  a glance. 
At  the  funeral,  not  knowing  any  better,  the  Preacher  said  Mike  as  the 
salt  of  the  earth,  and  that  would  have  made  Irish  grin. 

"I've  never  really  been  a permanent  part  of  anything,"  Irish  used  to 
say,  but  to  those  of  us  who  knew  him,  he  will  always  be  a permanent 
part  of  the  legend  of  the  Sierra  Nevadaseven  though  Irish  Mike,  to 
put  it  in  the  words  of  Mark  Twain:  "Has  departed  to  that  mysterious 

country  from  whos  borne  no  traveller  returns."  (P.S.  Irish,  if  you 
can  hear  me,  your  wake  cost  $500  and  old  Three-fingers,  at  the  Dutch 
Creek  Saloon,  is  still  waiting  for  you  to  come  down/up  (?)  to  get 
ri ght  wi th  him. ) 

After  the  wake  I decided  it  was  time  to  finish  what  I had  started.  I 
hit  bed-rock  at  the  point  where  the  slide  area  entered  the  creek  and 
started  to  follow  it  up  the  bank  toward  the  high-water  mark.  I found 
a crevice  that  contained  several  small  nuggets  and  gold  dust.  I con- 
tinued to  work  the  crevice  up  the  embankment  for  approximately  10 
feet.  The  gold  got  smaller  and  finally  ran  out.  As  I always  do,  I 
cleaned  the  area  of  the  bed-rock  where  I was  working,  and  found 
another  small  crevice  which  I decided  to  follow  ( see  map  below). 
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It's  a good  thing  I did  because  this  is  where  I found  what  I later 
decided  to  call  the  Lucky  Chinaman,  as  described  in  my  journal: 

Journal  Entry:  July  25th  1984.  "It's  now  the  fourth  week  in 

July.  Today  I started  up  the  crevice.  The  gold  I found 
lodged  in  one  pocket  will  pay  for  my  food  and  fuel  for  the 
next  season.  I am  dredging  in  about  six  feet  of  water,  work- 
ing up  the  bank  on  the  east  side  of  the  creek  toward  the  hi qh- 
water  mark.  Directly  in  line  with  my  camp  was  a heavy  deposit 
of  grey  clay  and  mud.  After  clearing  away  the  mud,  I broke 
into  an  area  of  the  old  creek  bed  at  the  high-water  mark.  This 
area  was  rusty  in  color  and  looked  like  cement.  Could  this  be 
my  pay  streak? 

"About  12:00  I found  a large  patch  of  china  schards,  and  what 
looked  to  be  some  kind  of  metal  washers.  I wanted  to  bring 
them  to  the  surface  and  clean  them  immediately,  but  there  was 
no  time  for  that  because  I still  had  to  clean  the  remaining 
portion  of  the  crevice  where  I had  found  a small  pocket  of 
gold.  Along  with  the  china  schards  in  my  sluice  box  there 
was  the  brightest  line  of  yel 1 ow  gold  that  I have  seen  in  a long 
time,  and  after  all,  that's  why  I'm  here.  Eureka!  SS" 

After  I cleaned  the  box  and  removed  the  gold,  I decided  to  clean  the 
mud  and  gunk  from  what  I though  were  the  metal  washers  I had  found 
earlier.  They  turned  out  to  be  ol d "Chinese"  coins.  I found  these 
coins  in  the  base  of  the  crevice,  and  could  only  surmise  that  they 
became  buried  when  the  landslide  occurred.  If  this  assumption  was 
true,  then  I am  the  first  person  to  see  them  in  100  years! 

The  coins  shown  in  the  photographs  are  two  of  the  three  coins.  One 
was  stolen  in  1987.  Because  I was  unable  to  identify  what  I had 
found,  I took  them  to  a Chinaman  in  Sacramento,  who  was  supposed 
to  be  an  expert.  Some  expert.  He  knew  less  than  I did.  However, 
he  did  direct  me  to  a Chinaman  in  San  Francisco's  Chinatown  who 
proceeded  to  tell  me  ...  in  his  infinite  wisdom  ...  that  the  coins 
were  very  old.  At  this  point,  I decided  to  call  the  coins  the  "Lucky 
Chinaman"  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  the  Chinaman  who  lost  them  was 
probably  anything  but  lucky. 

In  my  pursuit  to  identify  these  coins,  while  visiting  the  nation's 
capital  during  the  winter  of  1988,  I went  to  the  Smithsonian's 
Museum  of  American  History  where  I met  Mr.  Raymond  J.  Hebert,  the 
Museum  Specialist  of  the  National  Numismatic  Collections.  Because 
of  the  rarity  of  these  coins,  Mr.  Hebert  suggested  that  I contact 
Mrs.  Rose  Chan  Huston,  Associate  Curator  of  Far  Eastern  Coins  with 
the  American  Numismatic  Society  in  NYC,  who  was  kind  enough  to  iden- 
tify the  coins: 

"Coin  #1  was  issued  during  the  reign  of  Emperor  Canh  Thank 
(1791-1800)  as  indicated  in  the  obverse  legend  of  Canh  Thank 
Thong  Bao  or  "Currency  of  the  Canh  Thank  period."  The  reverse 
has  a flying  dragon  above  the  square  hole  and  two  fish  swim- 
ming among  aquatic  plants  below  the  square  hole.  The  dragon 
is  usually  the  symbol  of  royalty,  and  according  to  Albert 
Schroeder  in  his  ABEAM:  Etudes  numismatiques , the  dragon 
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Coin  Hi 

represents  the  emperor  and  the  fish  represent  his  people, 
living  happily  under  his  rule.  The  coin  also  has  a very 
decorative  or  Greek-key  motif  border.  It  is  made  of  copper. 
If  you  have  access  to  Schroeder's  book  you  will  find  the 
coin  illustrated  as  #480.  It  has  a face  value  of  60 
sapeques  but  was  probably  minted  for  a gift  rather  than  for 
general  circulation. 


Coin  H2 


"Coin  #2  was  minted  during  the  reign  of  Emperor  Ham  Nghi 
(1884-1885)  with  the  legend  of  Ham  Nghi  Thong  Bao  on  the 
obverse.  The  reverse  legend  means  'let  it  be  the  model 
for  the  whole  empire.'" 

Mrs.  Huston  further  noted  "the  coins  are  not  listed  in  the  standard 
catalogs  but  both  of  them  are  rather  uncommon:  Coin  1 for  its 

decorative  and  special  function  and  Coin  2 for  the  small  number  of 
issues  due  to  Emperor  Ham  Nghi ' s short  reign." 

Unlike  most  coins  minted  in  that  era,  which  were  relatively  small 
in  size,  both  Coin  #1  and  Coin  #2  are  much  larger  in  size,  approxi- 
mating that  of  a U.S.  Silver  Dollar,  and  both  are  rather  uncommon, 
even  in  Asia  today. 

Because  the  age,  rarity  and  history  of  the  coins  is  now  known,  and 
because  of  the  location  of  the  find,  Mr.  Hebert  of  the  Smithsonian 
Institution's  National  History  Musem,  requested  that  the  coins  be 


11 


donated  as  a permanent  part  of  the  Museum's  collection.  At  this  point, 
I can  only  say  that  the  disposition  of  the  "Lucky  Chinaman"  coins  is 
as  uncertain  as  their  past.  The  fact  still  remains,  that  in  an  area 
of  California  which  at  that  time  must  have  seemed  as  desolate  as  the 
face  of  the  moon,  the  spirit  of  adventure  and  the  fact  that  a man 
could  become  rich  beyond  his  wildest  dreams  with  the  turn  of  a single 
shovel,  stands  as  a testimony  to  the  miners  that  made  California  "the 
golden  state". 

(Editor's  Note:  We  wish  to  thank  Ray  Hebert  of  the  Smithsonian 

Institution  's  Rational  History  Museum  for  giving  us  the  opportunity 
to  bring  this  article  to  you3  and  to  their  Staff  Photographer  Charles 
Rand  for  the  fine  photos  of  Larry  Binger's  coin  finds.) 

********************************************************************* 
KAMPEI  TAIHO 


Kampei  Taiho  were  Japanese  cast  copper  coins  of  the  Emperor  Uda  and 
issued  for  18  years,  beginning  in  the  second  year  of  Kampei  (890  A.D.), 
which  succeeded  the  Jokan  Ei ho  issue. 

Three  persons  are  variously  identified  as  responsible  for  the  design 
of  this  coin  issue:  The  Emperor  Uda;  to  Sugawara-Michizane  (Tenjin), 

a scholar,  state  minister  and  sage,  as  well  as  a minor  deity  of  Bud- 
dhism as  a calligrapher  (he  was  exiled  to  Dazaifu,  Kyushu  Island);  and 
to  Fujiwara  Ujimune  (who  was  reportedly  responsible  for  Sugiwara- 
Michizane's  exile).  Engi  Tsuho  coins  were  issued  after  these. 

********************************************************************** 

" BALAUSTIUM",  FLOWER  OF  THE  POMEGRANATE 


The  flower  of  the  pomegranata  tree,  called  "Balausti urn" , by  the 
ancient  Romans,  appears  on  a denarius  of  the  Roman  Republican  period, 
and  was  issued  by  the  Cossutia  family.  The  word  "Balaustre"  is  now 
used  for  the  name  of  several  timber  trees  in  South  America,  with  a 
glossy  wood  that  ranges  in  color  like  the  pomegranate  from  bright 
yellow  to  brown  to  purplish  or  rose-colored.  The  balaustium  flower 
can  also  be  seen  on  the  reverse  of  a coin  struck  by  the  Servilia 
family  of  ancient  Rome. 


(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 

★ ★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 
YUAN  MONEY  PLATES 


Most  of  us  have  heard  of  and  seen  photographs  of  Chinese  Ming  Dynasty 
paper  money,  which  is  considered  the  oldest  paper  money  in  existence. 
But,  how  many  of  us  have  seen  a Chinese  Yuan  Dynasty  paper  money  bronze 
plate  with  four  bronze  legs.  It  was  reportedly  in  use  ca.  1264-94. 
Archaeologists  excavated  eight  of  them  from  the  site  of  an  old  mint 
in  north  China.  This  was  reportedly  the  highlight  of  the  Spink-Taisei 
February  11th,  1988  Singapore  auction,  realizing  US  $84,000.00. 

(Submitted  by  Fred  Drost,  NLG) 
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GREEK  IMPERIALS 


R.R.  Hatcher,  Lincoln,  Nebraska  N1U12S9 

One  of  the  most  interesting,  but  surely  most  neglected  major 
series  in  the  whole  of  ancient  classical  numismatics,  are  the 
"Greek  Imperials".  The  local  coinages  of  the  Roman  Imperial 
period  were  struck  for  well  over  three  hundred  years  and  at  over 
six  hundred  different  mints.  Many  of  these  mints  operated  only 
periodical  ly,  and  some  had  long  intervals,  sometimes  a century 
or  more  between  issues.  In  addition  the  number  of  mints  that  were 
active  simultaneously  varies  greatly  from  reign  to  reign. 

Most  of  the  local  coinages  of  the  Imperial  Roman  period  were 
to  be  found  in  the  eastern  provinces  of  the  Empire,  where  the 
traditions  of  autonomous  city-coinages  stretched  back  to  very 
early  times.  Many  of  these  Imperial  issues  are  a direct 
continuation  of  an  earlier  local  series.  Few  cities  of  the 
western  provinces,  in  comparison  to  the  east,  issued  local  type 
coins,  however,  there  are  some  notable  exceptions.  The  Spanish 
cities  are  one,  but  even  they  did  not  issue  coins  much  after  Nero 
(A.D  54-68).  Some  of  the  lower  Italian  cities  also  issued  local 
coins,  as  did  some  of  the  cities  in  Sicily  and  western  Africa, 
sometimes  extensively. 

Under  the  first  Roman  Emperor,  Agustus,  (27B.C.- 
A.  D.  14)  , there  were  as  many  as  150  local  mints  in  operation.  But 
it  was  under  the  emperor  Caracalla,  (A. D. 198-217) , when  it  seems 
certain  that  at  least  250  local  mints  were  striking  these  coins, 
thus  surpassing  even  his  father,  Septemius  Severus,  who  could 
claim  just  under  that  figure  for  his  issues,  the  enormity  of  the 
issues  from  the  local  mints  for  Septemius  Servus,  his  wife  Julia 
Domna,  and  their  two  sons,  Caracalla  and  Geta,  during  a period  of 
less  than  25  years  accounts  for  more  than  20’/.  of  the  entire  Greek 
Imperial  series.  Remember  this  period  spans  more  than  300  years 
when  the  mints  were  striking  coins  for  117  different  imperial 
personages.  The  last  10  of  these  personages,  emperors  and 
members  of  the  imperial  families  to  have  local  coinages,  all  had 
them  struck  in  Alexandria  Egypt. 

Only  two  other  emperors  came  close  to  the  great  number  of 
mints  used  by  Servus  and  Caracalla.  They  were  Marcus  Aurelius 
(161-180)  and  Gordian  III  (234-244).  It  is  quite  surprising  that 
Gordian,  who  was  only  about  12  years  old  when  he  became  emperor 
and  who  reigned  for  five  and  a half  years,  should  have  had  over 
200  local  mints  striking  coins  for  him.  Marcus  Aurelius  on  the 
other  hand,  was  a man  of  some  40  years  when  he  became  emperor  and 
reigned  for  over  19  years  but  could  claim  only  just  under  200 
mints  for  himself.  It  seems  that  the  earlier  emperors  had  on  the 
average,  if  their  reign  were  of  some  duration,  about  150  local 
issues.  Antoninus  Pius,  who  reigned  somewhat  longer  than  most, 
about  23  years,  could  account  for  at  least  180  mints.  After  the 
reign  of  Gordian  III,  the  number  of  mints  striking  local  coinages 
fell  off  quite  dramati cal ly.  Philip  I.  Gordians  successor  , had 
less  than  half  of  the  local  mints  issuing  coins  for  him  than 
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Gordian  had  had,  even  though  Philip  had  several  new  mints  open 
■for  himsel-f.  Gallineus  (353-268),  just  -four  years  a-fter  the 
emperor  Philip  I,  still  had  over  100  mints  striking  for  him,  but 
the  next  emperor  Claudius  II  Gothicus  (268-270),  had  less  than  10 
mints  operating  in  the  provinces.  Thus  in  just  25  years  the 
number  of  local  mints  dropped  from  over  200  to  less  than  10.  In 
another  25  year  or  so,  the  local  minting  era  would  come  to  a end 
altogether. 


The  reverses  of  these  Greek  Imperial  coins  present  the 
collector  with  a myriad  variety  of  types  to  choose  from.  They 
range  from  formal  representati ons  of  all  the  great  deities  to 
subjects  of  purely  local  interest.  These  coins  are  also  the  major 
source  of  pictorial  information  about  ancient  architecture, 
depicting  such  things  as  harbors,  bridges,  city  walls,  gates, 
arches,  theaters,-  temples  and  common  buildings.  Mythology  and 
mythological  animals  as  well  as  heros,  the  emperor  and  members  of 
the  imperial  family  are  also  to  be  found  on  the  reverses  of  these 
coins.  Special  and  recurring  games  and  even  alliances  are  other 
topics  that  are  recorded  for  us  on  these  remarkable  coins. 

The  obverses  of  these  coins  are  also  very  collectable,  in 
that  they  present  the  hobbyist  with  a limited  budget  a chance  to 
acquire  coins  and  portraits  of  the  "rarer"  emperors  and  imperial 
family  members  at  a fraction  of  the  cost  of  examples  from  the 
regular  mints.  A coin  issued  by  the  mint  of  Rome  for  Gordian  I 
Africanus  or  his  son  Gordian  II  Africanus,  is  usually  out  of 
reach  for  most  collectors,  but  coins  Df  these  same  emperors  that 
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were  minted  in  one  of  the  provincial  mints  are  not  only  somewhat 
easier  to  -find,  they  are  within  the  reach  of  most  of  our  budgets. 
One  draw  back  to  these  Greek  Imperial  issues  however,  is  that 
the  imperial  name  and  titles  as  well  the  rest  of  the  legends  are 
in  the  Greek  form,  since  the  issues  were  from  Greek  and 
Hellenistic  cities  that  were  not  formal  Roman  Colonies  or 
Municipia.  However,  these  Greek  leqends  loosely  follow  the  forms 
employed  by  the  mint  of  Rome  for  regular  state  coinage.  There  was 
however  no  strict  supervision  of  the  imperial  nomenclature  on  the 
local  issues  as  different  mints  had  their  own  peculiarities. 
David  R.  Sear’s  "GREEK  IMPERIAL  COINS",  can  help  with  the  Greek 
legends,  as  can  the  "CATALOGUE  OF  ALEXANDRIAN  COINS"  by  J.G. 
Milne.  Probably  the  best  reference  on  all  Greek  legends  is,  "A 
DICTIONARY  OF  GREEK  COIN  INSCRIPTIONS",  by  Dr.  Severin  Icard. 
Although  not  as  complete  as  Icard’s  dictionary,  a small  paper 
back  book  by  Stewart  J.  Westdal  called,  "A  GUIDEBOOK  FOR  THE 
IDENTIFICATION  OF  ROMAN  COIN  INSCRIPTIONS",  is  also  good  for  the 
Greek  Imperial  coins. 

While  the  great  majority  of  these  local  coinages  are  in  base 
metal,  there  are  three  important  mints  that  are  exceptional  in 
that  they  struck  great  quantities  of  silver  and  billon  coins  in 
addition  to  bronze.  Antioch  in  Syria,  Caesarea  in  Cappadocia  and 
Alexandria  in  Egypt  all  produced  silver  and  billon  coins  and 
stand  apart  from  the  rest  of  the  Greek  Imperial  mints  in  that 
they  all  produced  coinages  on  a much  larger  scale  and  more 
reqular  basis.  It  seems  that  these  three  mints  were  also  used  to 
supplement  the  regular  silver  state  coinages  in  the  Eastern 
Provinces  of  the  Roman  Empire.  These  silver  and  billon  coins 
are,  as  would  be  expected  for  silver,  proporti onatel y higher  than 
the  base  metal  coins.  The  billon  coins  of  Alexandria  are  more 
economical  than  the  silver  and  billon  coins  of  the  other  two 
mints. 

****************************************************************** 


MEXICO  PAPER  MONEY  "DO  YOU  KNOW"  SERIES 

by  Ed  Shliekev  - ALL  RIGHTS  RESERVED 

Do  you  know  that  the  Hegociaoion  de  Minas  de  Topias  currency  notes  of 
Durango,  Mexico  of  1914  show  both  the  centavos  value  and  the  reales 
value?  A fine  treatise  in  the  monetary  ratio  seldom  seen  on  currency. 

**************************** ****************************************** 

A "MODERN"  TREASURE  TROVE 

Some  Crowns  of  Maria  Theresia,  struck  in  Brussels,  were  found  with  a 
French  Ecu  of  Louis  XIV  in  a pot  at  Duffel,  Belgium  in  1969.  The  "mod- 
ern" treasure  trove  was  reportedly  buried  sometime  after  1773. 

(Submitted  by  Fred  Drost,  NLG) 

********************************************************************** 
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AN  INTRODUCTION  TO  BYZANTINE  COINAGE 


I.  C.  G.  Campbell , Lincoln 3 Nebraska s NI  #LM-12 

No.  43  - ZOE.  Sole  Reign  (1041-42) 

The  death  of  Michael  IV  left  Zoe  as  empress  and  it  was  long  thought 
there  were  no  coins  for  her  short  reign  alone.  This  may  be  so  but 
patterns  for  three  different  denominations  are  known  and  recorded 
in  the  D.O.  catalog. 

No.  1:  A pattern  histamenon  of  bronze  is  known  in  the  archaeological 

museum  in  Istanbul . 

Obv.:  This  is  a three  quarters  length  figure  of  Christos 

Antiphonetus  with  the  legends:  To  i.  O Tor.,  4> 

’ AN  Ci) 

T NH 

I T 

Rev.:  A bust  of  the  empress  Zoe  faces.  She  wears  an  ornate 

costume,  a beaded  scepter  surmounted  by  a trefoil  in 
her  right  hand  while  in  her  left  is  a globus  also 
crowned  with  a trefoil  ornament.  Legend:  +Z60HA  vr  OVCTH 

No.  2:  A pattern  tetarteron  of  bronze  which  was  sold  at  Sotheby's 

(a  famous  London  auction  house)  in  1968. 

Obv.:  A bust  of  the  empress  Zoe.  She  holds  a beaded  scepter 

in  her  left  hand  while  in  her  right  is  a globus  crowned 
with  a patriarchal  cross.  The  legend  is:  ]jNOAc;60N€NlAA 

roi[  ’ 

Rev.:  This  has  no  legend  to  identify  it  but  there  is  facing 

the  bust  of  a man  with  a long  beard. 

No.  3:  A pattern  miliaresion  of  bronze  was  known  in  the  Toselli 

collection. 

Obv.:  A bust  of  the  Virgin  praying  (orans)  with  ©K€  B,0, 

in  the  field  and  ©V  . 

Rev.:  Bust  of  the  empress  facing.  She  holds  a trifid  scepter 

in  her  right  and  in  her  left  a globus  crowned.  The 
legend  is-  +IUJHAM  rOHST  • 

The  probability  of  any  collector  coming  across  one  of  these  is  remote 
in  the  extreme  but  I have  included  them  here  for  the  record. 

Michael  V Kalaphates 

Michael  V.  Kalaphates,  who  had  been  adopted  by  Zoe  and  Michael  IV, 
was  unpopular  as  were  all  the  members  of  his  family.  There  were 
palace  intrigues  and  as  the  result  of  popular  riots,  he  was  deposed 
and  blinded.  He  was  then  imprisoned  in  the  monastery  of  St.  John 
Studion  - not  far  from  the  Golden  Gate.  The  ruins  of  the  church, 
a basil icon,  are,  or  were  in  the  30 's  and  40's,  still  visible,  and 
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the  rich  marbles  and  carving  give  some  idea  of  the  richness  and 
beauty  (not  always  the  same!)  of  the  church.  The  monastery  was  the 
final  dwelling  place  of  a number  of  emperors  who  were  lucky  enough 
not  to  be  sent  to  the  Islands. 


Seaby  attributed  histamenon  nomisma  for  Michael  V 


Seaby's  (1974)  shows  a gold  stamenon  nomisma  for  Michael  V but  it  may 
be  one  of  Michael  IV  and  the  D.O.  catalog  attributes  no  coins  to  him. 
Wroth  attributes  yet  another  type  of  nomisma  to  him. 


★ ★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★■a:* 


THE  "LITUUS  MILITARIS" 


The  "Lituus  Militaris"  was  a military  instrument 
like  a trumpet,  and  was  sounded  to  mark  the  day 
and  night  watches  of  the  soldiers.  The  instru- 
ment's resemblance  to  the  "Augural  Lituus"  was 
the  source  of  its  name.  A denarius  struck  by 
the  Junia  family  exhibits  on  its  reverse  two  of 
these  military  litui,  placed  crosswise  with 
bucklers  at  the  top  and  bottom 


(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 

********************************************************************** 


ELIZABETH  II  CROWN  FOR  BRITISH  EXHIBITION  IN  NEW  YORK 

At  the  New  York  International  Fair  in  1960,  the  English  Royal  Mint 
sold  the  second  issue  of  Elizabeth  II  crowns.  These  were  specially 
struck  for  the  fair.  The  obverse  of  this  issue  was  by  Mary  Gil  lick, 
while  the  reverse  was  the  E.  Fuller  reverse  that  was  used  on  Eliza- 
beth's coronation  crowns. 


(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 

******************************************************************** 


MAS  --  Gold  coin  of  Johore,  Malay  State,  from  the  16th  century,  now 
obsolete.  It  has  a diameter  of  16  to  18mm  and  a weight  of  36  to  40 
troy  grains  (also  called  Coupang). 

Gold  coin  of  the  Kings  of  Atjeh  in  Sumatra,  circa  1598. 

Mas  --  4 Koupangs. 


(Submitted  by  Fred  Drost,  NLG) 
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A DONATION  OF  DIES  PART  II 


R.J.  Hebert , Washington,  D.C. 

Recently,  in  the  Felicitation  Volume  -for  Prof.  Dr.  Ajayamitra 
Shastri,  I illustrated,  described  and  discussed  6 dies  from  a 
large  donation  of  Indian  dies  made  to  the  National  Numismatic 
Collections  by  Stacks,  i 

I would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to  do  the  same  with 
five  more  dies  from  this  group. 

1.  Mughal 

Shihab  ud-DTn  Muhammad  Shah  Jahan,  A.H.  1037-1068=A. D. 1628- 
1658  Reverse  die  (27  mm.)  of  type  2342,  a central  legend,  within 
a square,  with  knots  at  the  corner.  Surat  Mint.  Of.  Whitehead 
194, 13373 


Sr 


PADISHAH  GHAZl 

SHAH  JAHAN 

Within  margins. 

SHIHAB  UD-DlN  MUHAMMAD 

SAHIB  QIRAN  THAN!  ?ARB 
• • 

SURAT 


2.  Mughal 

Muhayyi  ud-Dln  Muhammad  Aurangzeb  cSlamgir,  A.H.  1068- 
1 1 18=A.  D.  1658-1707  Obverse  die  (34  mm.)  of  Type  300,  a poetic 
couplet,  dated  A.H.  1109=A.D.  1697/98.  The  word  badr  "moon"  in 
the  third  line  instead  of  the  word  mihr  "sun"  indicates  the  die 
was  intended  to  strike  silver  pieces.  C.F>  Whitehead  223,1539. 


AURANGZEB cfiLAMGTR 
SHAH 

ZAD  CHON  BADR  MANIR 

SIKKA 

DAR  JAHAN 


jS 

. H#? 

»V - — . a 

ciVs-y 


Struck  coin  in  the  world  like  the 


shining  moon, 

Shah  Aurangzeb SAl amglr 
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3.  Indian  States-Indore 

Shivaji  Rao,  V. S. 1943-1960=F. E. 1296-1313-A. D. 1886-1903 
Reverse  die  (21  mm.)  dated  V.S.1951.  SAC  184,18 


4.  Indian  States-Indore 
Yashwant  Rao, 
Reverse  Rupee  die 
1 inqa. 


SHAH  CALAM 
BfiDSHfiH  GHfiZI 
SIKKA  MUBARAK 


with  bi 1 wa  leaf  and 


V.S. 1983-2005=A.D. 1926-1948 
(26  mm.)  of  Maheshwar  mint, 


5.  Indian  States-Partabgarh 

Dulao  Singh,  A. H. 1241-1281=A. D. 1825-1864 
Reverse  Rupee  die  (25  mm.)  dated  year  45.  According  to  the 
authors  of  SAC,  the  meaning  of  number  45  is  unknown.  SAC  225,29 


It  is  unfortunate  that  none  of  these  dies  are  official.  This  can 
be  seen  from  the  legend  styles  as  well  as  the  shape  of  the  dies 
themselves.  I have  illustrated  official  Tonk  state  dies 
elsewhere*  which  are  quite  unlike  these  in  form.  Nevertheless, 
these  dies  are  extremely  useful  for  comparative  and  study 
purposes. 
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All  photos  are  by  Charles  Rand.  The  pressings  from  the  dies  were 
prepared  by  our  cabinet  shop  (National  Museum  of  Natural  History, 
Smithsonian  Institution) . 


1.  p.  88,  Raymond  J.  Hebert,  "A  donation  of  dies,"  The  Journal  of 
the  Academy  of  Indi an  Numismatics  and  Si q i 1 1 ooraohy  Vol.  VI 
(1985-6),  plate  III. 

2.  Colin  R.  Bruce  II,  John  B.  Sydell,  Nicholas  Rhodes,  & William 
F.  Spengler,  The  Standard  Guide  to  South  Asian  Coins  and  Paper 
Money  since  1556  A, D, . Iola,  WisconsinsKrause  Publication  1986. 

3.  R.B.  Whitehead,  Catalogue  of.  the  Coins  in.  the  Punjab  Museum, 
Lahore.  Oxford,  Clarendon  Press,  1914. 

4.  pp. 60-63,  Raymond  J.  Hebert,  "Three  Coin  dies  of  Tonk  State," 

The  Journal  of  the  Academy  of  Indian  Numismatics  and 
Siqilloaraphy.  Vol.IV  (Dr.  S.V.  Sohoni  Felicitation  Volume) ( 1981- 
2),  Plate  IV. 

★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 
MEXICO  PAPER  MONEY  "DO  YOU  KNOW"  SERIES 

by  Ed  Shlieker  - ALL  RIGHTS  RESERVED 

Do  you  know  that  the  1 and  50  pesos  currency  notes  of  La  Tesoreria 
General  Estados  de  Oaxaca3  Mexico  were  printed  on  ledger  and  notebook 
paper?  The  blue  and  red  lines  used  in  the  standard  ledger  are  quite 
prominent  on  the  currency,  both  horizontal  and  vertical.  This  same 
series  of  notes  of  1914  has  another  oddity.  The  20  pesos  currency  note 
was  printed  on  cloth  backed  paper.  Do  you  have  a cloth  note  in  your 
col lecti on? 

★*★****★*★★*****★**★**★★**  ★★★★****★★★**★■*•■*■■*■★*★*★  **★★★*•*  ****★***■*■★ 
GOLD  BUN  HEAD  PENNY 


Little  known  is  a Proof  1860  English  Queen  Victoria  Bun  Head  Penny  in 
gold.  It  was  issued  to  commemorate  her  new  bronze  coinage  which  was 
to  be  issued  through  the  many  decades  of  her  very  long  reign  into  the 
beginning  of  the  20th  century.  It  was  in  the  fourth  and  final  auction 
of  the  remarkable  Norweb  Collection  by  Spink  (&  Sons)  Coin  Auctions, 
London,  England,  and  this  Proof  Gold  Pattern  just  may  be  Unique  since 
the  Spink  firm  reports  it  has  found  no  previous  auction  record  from 
this  special  specimen.  Incidentally  this  Proof  Gold  Bun  Head  Penny 
realized  the  equivalent  of  US  $18,256  (while  the  British  pound  equal- 
led $1.63  U.S.). 

*********************************************************************** 
CANADIAN  GOLD  "BLANK" 


Johnson  Matthey  Refining  Corp.,  Toronto,  produced  planchets  for  Canada's 
1976  Olympic  gold  coins  and  for  its  Maple  Leaf  bullion  coins.  It  also 
manufactured  the  gold  blanks  for  the  USA  $10  gold  Olympics  coins  at  its 
Rochester,  N.Y.  facility. 


(Submitted  by  Fred  Drost,  NLG) 
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BOOK  REVIEWS 

Denis  R.  Cooper.  THE  ART  AND  CRAFT  OF  COINMAKING:  A HISTORY  OF  MINT- 
ING TECHNOLOGY.  272pp,  38  color  and  260  b&w  illus.  Fully  cased  pap- 
er covers.  270mni  x 210mm.  Available  for  £29.50  (plus  £2.50  postage 
and  packing)  from  Book  Department,  Spink  & Son  Ltd.,  5-7  King  Street, 
St.  James's,  London  SW1Y  6QS,  United  Kingdom. 

This  book  is  a historical  account  of  the  tools  and  machines  used  to 
produce  coins  from  their  earliest  inception  up  to  the  present  time. 

It  describes  the  development  of  this  intriguing  aspect  of  the  work 
of  engineers,  with  notes  on  some  of  the  personalities. 

The  author  is  a Fellow  of  the  Institution  of  Mechanical  Engineers  and 
was  appointed  Chief  Engineer  at  the  Royal  Mint,  London,  after  working 
there  for  nearly  20  years.  He  later  left  to  form  his  own  company  to 
design  and  supply  special  purpose  machines  now  required  in  the  modern 
minting  industry.  He  has  visited  mints  throughout  the  world  and 
disovered  much  of  their  individual  histories. 

Professor  Philip  Grierson  states  in  the  Foreword  that  "it  is  diffi- 
cult to  image  this  book,  as  interesting  to  the  historian  and  engineer 
as  it  is  to  the  numismatist,  being  superseded  or  replaced  in  the 
foreseeable  future." 


Information  supplied  by  the  Publisher 


The  Gold  Institute.  WORLD  MINE  PRODUCTION  OF  GOLD  1987-1991.  12pp, 

8^"  x 11",  paper  cover.  Available  for  $28.00  postpaid  from  The  Gold 
Institute,  Suite  101,  1026  Sixteenth  Street  N.W.,  Washington,  D.C. 
20036.  Published  September  22,  1988. 

The  mine  production  of  gold  for  the  year  1987  and  the  estimated  pro- 
duction for  1988-1991  are  presented  for  57  countries,  each  known  to 
produce  over  1,000  troy  ounces  of  gold  annually  from  underground, 
surface  or  alluvial  gold  deposits. 

A one  page  analysis  shows  the  percentage  of  world  mined  gold  produced 
by  the  world's  top  ten  gold  producing  countries  and  lumped  together 
the  remaining  47  gold  producing  countries  for  1987  and  their  project- 
ed production  for  1988-1991  in  millions  of  troy  ounces  and  in  percent 
of  world  total  production. 

The  percent  of  world  total  mined  gold  production  in  1987  is  given  in 
the  report  as  follows:  South  Africa,  (36.3%),  Soviet  Union  (16.8%), 

United  States  (9.3%),  Canada  (6.9%),  Australia  (6.5%),  China  (4.8%), 
Brazil  (4.7%),  Papua  New  Guinea  (2.0%),  Philippines  (1.9%),  Columbia 
(1.9%),  and  the  remaining  47  gold  producing  countries  lumped  together 
(8.9%). 

The  nearly  250  gold  mining  companies  from  57  countries,  each  of 
whom  contributed  information  to  this  report,  are  listed  in  the  last 
8 pages  of  the  report. 
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The  report  states  that  production  of  world  gold  mined  in  millions 
of  troy  ounces  was  53.730  for  1987  and  is  estimated  at  57.979  for 
1988,  63.427  for  1989,  65.927  for  1990,  and  67.554  for  1991. 

Production  from  United  States  mines  in  1987  is  given  as  5.0  million 
troy  ounces  of  gold.  United  States  mining  companies  estimate  the 
following  gold  production  for  this  country  in  millions  of  troy 
ounces  as:  1988  (5.8),  1989  (7.5),  1990  (7.7),  and  1991  (7.4). 

This  production  will  furnish  an  adequate  supply  of  gold  for  pro- 
duction of  United  States  gold  bullion  coins. 

Reviewed  by  Jerry  Remick 


The  Silver  Institute.  WORLD  MINE  PRODUCTION  OF  SILVER  IN  1987  WITH 
PROJECTIONS  FOR  1988 3 1989 3 1990 , AND  1991.  13pp,  8V'  x 11",  bound 

with  a thick  white  paper  cover.  Published  on  October  17,  1988. 
Available  at  $28.00  postpaid  from  The  Silver  Institute,  Suite  101, 
1026  Sixteenth  Street  N.W.,  Washingto,  D.C.  20036. 

The  mine  production  of  silver  for  the  year  1987  and  the  estimated 
production  for  1989-1991  are  presented  for  57  silver  mining  countries 
on  two  pages. 

A one  page  analysis  shows  the  amount  of  silver  mined  in  1987  by  the 
world's  top  ten  silver  producing  countries  and  lumped  together  the 
remaining  countries  and  also  their  projected  productions  for  1988- 
1991.  These  figures  are  also  expressed  as  a percent  of  world  total 
mined  silver  production. 

The  percent  of  world  total  mined  silver  production  in  1987  given  in 
the  report  is  as  follows:  Mexico  (15.6%),  Peru  (15.1%),  Canada 

(10.5%),  Soviet  Union  (9.9%),  United  States  (9.1%),  Australia  (7.3%), 
Poland  (6.1%),  Chile  (3.7%),  North  Korea  (2.2%),  and  the  remaining 
47  silver  producing  countries  lumped  together  (18.6%). 

The  268  silver  mining  companes  from  57  countries  who  contributed 
information  to  this  report  are  listed  by  country  in  the  last  8 pages. 

The  report  states  that  production  of  world  silver  mined,  in  millions 
of  troy  ounces,  was:  438.2  for  1987  and  is  estimated  at  454.7  for 

1988,  475.8  for  1989,  494.9  for  1990,  and  491.6  for  1991. 

Production  from  the  United  States  mines  in  1987  is  given  as  39.8 
million  troy  ounces  of  silver.  The  50  United  States  companies  who 
contributed  data  to  this  report  estimate  silver  production  for  this 
country  in  millions  of  troy  ounces  as:  1988  (52.5),  1989  (65.8), 

1990  (74.7),  and  1991  (70.7). 


Reviewed  by  Jerry  Remick 


Jack  Sauchenko.  CANADIAN  TRADE  DOLLAR  AND  RELATED  ISSUES  HANDBOOK. 

4th  edition.  240pp,  8h " x 11"  held  together  by  a 3-ring  binder  with 
a stiff  paper  cover.  Illus.  Published  in  November,  1988.  Available 
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postpaid  at  $16.00  Canadian  to  Canadian  addresses  and  at  $18.00  Cana- 
dian to  U.S.  residents  from  the  Author,  P.  0.  Box  4101,  Edmonton, 
Alberta,  Canada  T6E  4S8. 

The  Handbook  lists  all  municipal  Canadian  trade  dollars  and  trade  notes 
and  some  issues  of  tokens  and  medals.  For  example,  the  tokens  issued 
at  the  telephone  Gift  Shop  in  Baddeck,  Nova  Scotia  and  at  the  J.  J. 
Moisan  grocery  store  in  Quebec  City  are  catalogued  as  well  as  the  1987 
and  1988  medals  for  the  Calgary  Stampede. 

All  pieces  are  listed  by  date  under  the  municipality  in  which  they  were 
issued.  Municipalities  are  listed  under  the  province  or  territory 
in  which  they  are  situated. 

The  following  data  is  given  for  each  piece:  municipality,  denomination, 

designer,  a description  of  both  sides,  the  year  of  issue,  metal,  weight, 
diameter,  type  of  edge,  mintage,  mint,  and  a valuation.  Photos  of  both 
sides  are  given  for  many  of  the  pieces.  The  letters  "OH"  are  given  if 
the  piece  is  still  for  sale  through  the  original  issuers. 

Thirteen  pages  near  the  end  of  the  Handbook  catalogue  United  States 
trade  dollars. 

A listing  by  province  and  territory  of  the  issuing  agents  for  the 
pieces  catalogued  concludes  the  catalogue. 

Five  pages  are  devoted  to  an  alphabetical  listing  of  all  municipalit- 
ies listed  in  the  Handbook  with  the  province  or  territory  in  which 
the  municipality  is  situated  given  on  the  same  line.  This  enables  the 
reader  to  locate  the  province  for  any  municipality  catalogued  in  the 

Handbook. 

The  cover  allows  for  updated  inserts  which  will  be  issued  periodically 
for  a nominal  fee. 


Reviewed  by  Jerry  Remick 


Jean  Guy  Cote.  THE  CANADIAN  TRADE  DOLLAR  POCKET  GUIDE  CANADIAN  TRADE 
DOLLARS  1989.  7th  edition.  69pp,  4"  x 7".  Card  Cover.  Available 
at  $4.00  postpaid  from  Micro-Art,  12  Lyons  Height  Road,  Scarborough, 
Ontario,  Canada  M1P  3V3. 

This  pocket-size  catalogue  is  divided  into  5 sections;  $1.00  munici- 
pal trade  tokens,  denominations  other  than  $1.00  trade  tokens,  munici- 
pal paper  trade  notes,  restrikes,  and  varieties. 

All  municipal  Candian  trade  dollars  and  trade  notes  issued  through 
1988  are  listed,  including  a few  of  the  major  die  varieties.  Trade 
dollars  are  listed  under  their  issuing  municipality  by  date.  Munici- 
palities are  listed  alphabetically  rather  than  being  listed  under  the 
province  or  territory  in  which  they  are  situated. 

The  following  data  is  presented  for  each  trade  dollar:  municipality, 

province  or  territoy,  date,  a few  words  describing  the  issue,  mint, 
metallic  composition,  mintage,  and  a valuation.  A bracket  before  each 
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listed  trade  dollar  allows  the  collector  to  check  off  what  is  in  his/ 
her  collection. 

Trade  notes  are  listed  by  denomination.  The  municipality,  province, 
or  territory,  date,  brief  description,  number  printed,  and  a valuation 
are  given  for  each  note. 

Weights  are  given  in  the  restrike  section  for  both  the  restrikes  and 
the  original  specimen.  A listing  of  dealers  in  trade  dollars  concludes 
the  volume. 

Valuations  in  the  catalogue  are  up-to-date  and  point  out  a number  of 
rare  and  scarce  pieces,  some  of  them  having  values  of  over  $100.00. 

Over  1600  entries  are  catalogued.  Collecting  Canadian  trade  dollars 
is  popular  in  both  Canada  and  the  United  States.  About  60  Canadian 
municipalities  issue  trade  dollars  each  year. 

Reviewed  by  Jerry  Remick 


★ »•  - r *••*•*  • • * . p * *• 

MEMBER  NOTICE  PAGE 

Dick  Eckhoff,  2130  SE  59th  Street,  Apartment  121,  Oklahoma  City,  OK 
73129:  WANTED  - Books. 

Primitive  Money , by  Einzig 

Oriental  Coins  and  their  Values , Vol.  II,  Ancient  & Classical, 

by  Mitchiner 

A Manual  of  Musalman  Numismatics , by  Codri ngton 
Memoranda  on  the  Indian  States  (1935),  a publication  of  the 
Indian  Government 

A Neareast  Studies  Handbook,  by  Bacharach 
The  Coins  of  India,  by  Brown 
India,  by  Naidis 

A Collector’s  Guide  to  Muhammadan  Coins  of  India  1200-1860 , 

by  Hull 

A Primer  of  Exonumia,  by  Baum. 

Please  state  condition  and  price.  All  correspondence  will  be  answered. 

ATTRIBUTION  SERVICE:  The  NI  Attribution  Committee  will  accept  from  NI 

members  only,  any  numismatic  items,  whether  paper,  metal,  or  whatever, 
for  attribution.  We  must  limit  the  items  to  a TOTAL  OF  SIX  (6)  MAXI- 
MUM. The  cost  is  just  advance  payment  of  return  postage,  including 
sufficient  for  insurance  or  registration,  if  desired.  Send  to:  NI 

Attribution  Committee,  P.  0.  Box  2057,  Saugatuck  Sta.  , Westport.  Conn. 
06880,  USA. 

'k'k'k 

FROM  THE  EDITOR:  We  made  a plea  in  the  November  issue  for  filler  items. 

To  date  absolutely  nothing  has  came  in  for  future  use.  This  issue  has 
completely  used  up  all  of  our  less  than  page  length  fillers,  so  some 
drastic  changes  will  have  to  be  made  in  the  makeup  of  the  February  issue. 
Again,  if  you  have  some  short  filler  items,  they  are  most  welcome  and 
urgently  needed. 
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